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cousins, whose independence, which had been proof against
450 years of Turkish attack, they ruthlessly snuffed out.
Thus both Serbs and Czechs gave evidence of a brutal and
stupid disregard for minority feeling similar to that shown
to them by the former Austro-Hungarian Empire and which
had been their one real justification for fighting to destroy it!

Due regard was paid to Polish nationalism in 1918 by the
resurrection of the Polish State, but excessive regard by Mr
Lloyd George for German nationalism in Danzig, which had
only been under Prussian rule for 160 years, confronted the
newborn Polish State with a potential threat which brought
disaster in September 1939. It was not easy for Poland, after
the Soviet invasion of 1921, to give much scope to the
nationalism of the Ukrainians within her south-eastern terri-
tories, owing to the proximity of Sovietized Ukrainians across
the border and the consequently easy infection of Soviet
ideas. At the same time a greater regard for her minorities
would have been of greater advantage to Poland.

The treatment of Hungary by the Treaty of Trianon out-
raged the Magyar sense of nationality by transferring so
many of the lands of St Stephen to other nationalities. This
was particularly so in the case of the Rumanians, to whom the
Magyars considered themselves culturally superior, who, in
recovering the lost Rumanians of Transylvania, received also
too great a Magyar minority for relations between the two
countries ever to be easy until this problem is settled.

The tragic mistake of these succession-States of the old
Austro-Hungarian Empire was that, having recovered or
created a position of respect for their own nationalities, they
used their newfound liberties to oppress their own national
minorities and to pay off old scores and to hamper each
other's development by erecting competitive tariff walls.
With time, perhaps, these inner discontents might have been
healed as their rulers gradually developed statecraft, but un-
fortunately Nazi exacerbation of German national feeling
and of minority discontents everywhere left Central Europe
no time in which to settle down.

The Treaty of Versailles, while it treated Germany all too
leniently for European security in the matter of territorial